
How to Read a Drama

Elements of Drama
• Script: a written version of a drama. A script is like a map for the director and 

actors. It is divided into acts and scenes, and contains stage directions, the cast 
of characters, and the dialogue. A script writing for the screen is called a 
screenplay.

• Acts and Scenes: These are like the chapters of a book. Some scripts contain 
only one act. These are like short stories. A new scene or act usually signals a 
change in time and/or location. It allows time to change the set, for the actors to 
change costumes, etc.

• Stage directions: instructions for the staging of the drama. Typically describe 
set, and suggest how actors should move, act, and speak. May provide 
instructions or guidelines for lighting, sound effects, music.

• Setting: The setting in a drama includes the location, time, and the set. It also 
includes lighting and sound effects. 

• Cast of Characters: Appears in a list at the beginning of the script. Sometimes 
called the dramatis personae. Usually introduces characters in order they appear 
and sometimes gives some background.

Reading Strategies for a Play
Pre-reading

• Make predictions about the play based on the title
• Flip through the script to get a sense of the length. How many acts and scenes 

does it have?
• Read any stage directions you might find at the beginning including description of 

characters, setting, scenery.
• What does the cast of characters tell you? Who are the central characters? How 

do they relate to one another?
During Reading

• Read the first couple pages of the play. Can you make any predictions about 
what might happen?

• Pay attention to the main characters. Who do they remind you of? How do you 
picture them? What kinds of gestures would they make? How would they sound?

• What is the main conflict? Which characters do you see in conflict with each 
other?

• Are there any incidents which allow you to predict what might happen?
• Can you identify the climax of the play? How is the conflict resolved?
• Reflect on what you liked and didn’t like. What was effective about the play? 


