How to Generate a Good Thesis Statement

1) Can you take your topic and turn it into a question?

For example, if your assignment is, “Write a report to the local school board explaining the potential benefits of using computers in a fourth-grade class,” turn the request into a question like, “What are the potential benefits of using computers in a fourth-grade class?” After you’ve chosen the question your essay will answer, compose one or two complete sentences answering that question.

Q: “What are the potential benefits of using computers in a fourth-grade class?”

A: “The potential benefits of using computers in a fourth-grade class are . . .”

OR
A: “Using computers in a fourth-grade class promises to improve . . .”

The answer to the question is the thesis statement for the essay.

2) A good thesis statement will usually include the following four attributes:

· take on a subject upon which reasonable people could disagree 

· deal with a subject that can be adequately treated given the nature of the assignment 

· express one main idea 

· assert your conclusions about a subject 

3) Brainstorm your topic: Write down everything you can think of that’s related to your topic. For example, if your essay were on time in The Great Gatsby, you would write down all references to time used in the novel, characters it’s associated with, plot elements, etc.

4) Narrow it down: Looking at my brainstorming, I see that the seasons of the year seem to match up to archetypes of birth and renewal in spring time, youth and fertility in the summer, and death in fall. They also seem to coincide with the stages of the different relationships in the novel, accept that the novel cuts off before winter. So now I’m going to narrow my focus to the symbolism of seasons in The Great Gatsby.  
5) Take a position on the topic: F.Scott Fitzgerald uses seasons symbolically in the novel The Great Gatsby.
6) Be specific: What about the symbolism of seasons? What do they symbolize? How does Fitzgerald use them? Take into account the specific support you’re going to use in your essay. Through brainstorming, I’ve realized that the novel charts both the rise and inevitable decline of a generation as well as the individual relationships.
 Now I’ve got: F.Scott Fitzgerald structures the novel The Great Gatsby using seasons to symbolize the growth and decay of both the romantic relationships and the frivolous society of the West Egg. 
How to Tell a Strong Thesis Statement from a Weak One

1. A strong thesis statement takes some sort of stand.

2. A strong thesis statement justifies discussion. Go beyond the obvious. An obvious statement: The women in Hamlet are portrayed as weak and subservient. Instead--While some might argue that the women in Hamlet are weak and subservient, when examining their actions from a feminist lens, their actions may be interpreted as subversively independent.

3. A strong thesis statement expresses one main idea.

4. A strong thesis statement is specific. Jay Gatsby is a character who has many flaws. (Bleh!) Jay Gatsby is a character who, in spite of his superficial charm, is deeply flawed because he never matured emotionally or psychologically beyond the age of seventeen. 

