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Precise nouns help your reader really see what you are describing.

General: Our neighbor Boo gave us several things and saved our lives.

Specific: Boo was our neighbor. He gave us two soap dolls, a broken watch and chain, a pair of good-luck pennies, and our lives.  --Harper Lee

General: It snowed last night in town, but today the sky was clear and snow was everywhere.

Specific: The streets glistened with fresh snow and the sky was a blameless blue. Snow blanketed every rooftop and weighed on the branches of the stunted mulberry trees that lined our street. Overnight, the snow had nudged its way into every crack and gutter.  --Khaled Hosseini

Write a descriptive sentence using precise nouns.

Try: The student put everything in his (her) backpack.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vivid Verbs

Energize your writing by eliminating passive verbs, replacing weak being verbs, and enlivening dull verbs.

Passive verbs

Passive: Juliet's expressions of love were heard by Romeo, hiding in the garden.
Active:  Hiding in the garden, Romeo heard Juliet's expressions of love.


Being verbs

Replace being verbs with more vivid action verbs.

Being verb: The mockingbirds were in the large oak tree by the porch.
Action verb: The mockingbirds perched in the large oak tree by the porch.


Dull Verbs

Replace dull, general verbs with more descriptive, vivid verbs.
          
Dull verb: A cold breeze blew through my hair.
Vivid verb: A cold breeze wafted through my hair.  --Khaled Hosseini

Try this:
The small ship was tossed by the jagged gray waves while the boy who was in the water reached for the rope the sailors threw to him.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Appositive
    
An appositive is a noun phrase that adds a second image to a previous noun, expanding details in the reader’s imagination.

The path, a faintly worn trail, guided the traveler through the dense forest.

He had high cheekbones, a sharp-cut nose, a spare, dark face, the face of a man used to giving orders, the face of an aristocrat. –-Richard Connell

He threw over her shoulders the wraps he had brought for going home, modest garments of everyday life whose shabbiness clashed with the stylishness of her evening clothes. --Guy de Maupassant
    
Write a descriptive sentence using an appositive phrase. 

Try: The singer bowed to the crowd after her song.
             
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Participle

Participles, verbs ending in –ed and –ing, evoke action.

Add participles to sentence beginnings:

Squabbling, chasing, giggling, kids were flinging snowballs. 

Add participial phrases to sentence beginnings:

Squabbling, chasing one another, giggling with triumph when they hit their targets, kids were flinging snowballs.
    
Add participles & participial phrases throughout a sentence:

Deep into that darkness peering, long I stood there, wondering, fearing, doubting, dreaming dreams no mortal ever dared to dream before. --Edgar Allan Poe

Unencumbered with luggage, they [travelers on horseback] would soon overtake the coach, and, passing it and preceding it on the road, would order its horses in advance, and greatly facilitate its progress during the precious hours of the night, when delay was the most to be dreaded.  --Charles Dickens

Write a descriptive sentence using more or more participles or participial phrases. 

Try: The mountain climber scaled the cliff.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prepositional Phrases

Prepositions link nouns and verbs to a descriptive detail.

The result is a prepositional phrase which adds more information in a compact, efficient way.
 
He saw, by the table between the two tall candles and the fire, a young lady of not more than seventeen, in a riding cloak, and still holding her straw hat by its ribbon in her hand. --Charles Dickens

His eyes made out the shadowy outlines of a palatial chateau; it was set on a high bluff, and on three sides of it cliffs dived down,  where the sea licked its greedy lips in the shadows.  --Richard Connell
   

Add more detail to your sentences using prepositional phrases.

Try: The candlelight flickered as she waited.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Adjectives Shifted Out Of Order

Adjectives placed out of order amplify the details of an image.

Adjectives in order before the noun:

The rough, white-tipped, surging waves pounded the shore in advance of the storm.

Adjectives shifted out of order for effect:

The large waves, white-tipped and surging, pounded the shore in advance of the storm.


Place the adjectives in regular order before the noun. Try adding adjectives to this sentence: 
            
The wind blew through the town. (Your adjectives may describe either the wind or the town.)

Now, rewrite the sentence by shifting the adjectives out of order.


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Absolute

Absolutes are two-word combinations—a noun and an –ing or –ed verb added onto a sentence.

Arms stretched out, legs twisting, the skateboarder skimmed the edge of the railing.


Absolute phrases are formed by adding other descriptive detail to the absolute.

Fingers fumbling nervously with the corners of the pages, the young student read her paragraph in a faint whisper.

Imagine the comma as a zoom lens focusing in on the images:

Michael raced to the end of the pool, feet kicking up a wake of wild, frothy waves.

Write a descriptive sentence using an absolute phrase.

Try: The lion crouched in the tall grass.
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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