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	Characters 
  Hamlet
  The Ghost
  Claudius
  Gertrude
  Polonius
  Ophelia
  Laertes
  Horatio
  Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
  Fortinbras
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	Themes Developed
Nemesis: Hamlet told by Ghost to seek revenge for his murder by Claudius. This appears to be the only thing that can release the Ghost from Purgatory. ie/ Hamlet=Claudius’ nemesis. 
Foil: Laertes and Fortinbras both introduced as foils for Hamlet. We make the comparison because they have a number of things in common, but we will come to note their differences. Laertes: (1.2) and Fortinbras (1.1.90-121) 
Disease and Corruption: Hamlet’s first soliloquy esp. (1.2.137-139); Marcellus (1.4.99); The Ghost (1.5)
Women: (1.3) note advice given to Ophelia by Laertes and the demands made of Ophelia by Polonius. To what extent is she a “virtuous woman”?
Hero: Hamlet’s call to action is (1.5). Does his face his destiny with courage and nobility of spirit?
Appearance vs reality: What is Hamlet most concerned by in his soliloquy?(1.2)  
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